
D-779 
Smith-Murphy House 
Vienna 
1892 
Private 

The Smith-Murphy house, located on the southwestern side of Vienna on Middle Street, 

is a two-and-a-half story asymmetrically designed frame dwelling that combines 

Victorian and Colonial Revival architectural finishes. The uneven front and side 

elevations include projecting gables that extend from a steeply pitched hip roof, and a 

turned post porch stretches across the Middle Street front facade. Adding further interest 

to the front elevation is a diamond-shaped window of diamond-shaped panes that lights 

the interior corner staircase landing. The interior, in contrast to the Victorian exterior, 

mixes late nineteenth and early twentieth century Colonial Revival features that point to 

its late nineteenth century date of construction. 

Built around 1892-93, the Smith-Murphy house was erected by Thomas Wethers 

Smith, who resided in a nearby house on Church Street. (See D-144) In December 1892, 

Thomas Wethers Smith wrote his will, which devised to his niece, Anna Elizabeth 

Smoot, "in consideration of the kind and thoughtful attention given to my aged mother in 

sickness and health, and to my first wife and myself.. .the house and lot as now 

enclosed." The inherited residency in the Middle Street residence continued on through 

his second wife, Fannie J. Smith's life, as demonstrated by her will, written in 1914 and 

not proved until 1943. Following the occupancy of Anna Elizabeth Smoot, the property 

passed to Thomas Wither and Fannie J. Smith's son, Thomas M. Smith, who maintained 

ownership of the house and lot until 1964 when it was sold to Bernard E. and Phyllis M. 

Murphy. 



Maryland Historical Trust Inventory No. D-779 

Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Thomas W. Smith House 

other Smith-Murphy House 

2. Location 

street and number 204 M i d d l e Street not for publication 

city, town Vienna vicinity 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Phyllis M. Murphy 

street and number P. O. B o x 157 telephone 410-376-3424 

city, town Vienna state MP zip code 21869 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber 138 folio 281 

city, town Cambridge tax map 500 tax parcel 148 tax ID number 3-042685 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HABS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
Other: 

6. Classification 

Category Ownership Current Function 
district public agriculture landscape 

_x building(s) private commerce/trade recreation/culture 
structure both defense religion 
site x domestic social 
object . education transportation 

funerary work in progress 
government unknown 
health care vacant/not in use 
industry other: 

Resource Count 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

1 Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description Inventory No D-779 

Condition 

x excellent 
good 
fair 

_ deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements 
as it exists today. 

The Smith-Murphy house is located on the southwestern side of Vienna at 204 Middle Street. 
The two-and-a-half story frame dwelling, erected around 1892-93, is supported on a brick 
foundation, and the exterior is sheathed with aluminum siding. The steeply pitched hip roof of 
asphalt shingles is extended on several sides by gable roofs pavilions. The house faces 
northwest. 

The northwest (main) elevation is an asymmetrical facade with a side entrance marked by a 
partially glazed front door and a diamond shaped window with diamond shaped panes lighting a 
stair landing. To the right (west) of the front door is a projecting pavilion defined by pairs of 
single-pane sash windows. The first floor is sheltered by a Victorian turned post porch. The 
second floor is lighted by single pane sash as well. Piercing the gable end of the pavilion is a 
smaller sized single pane sash window. The base of the steeply pitched hip roof is finished with 
extended eaves and boxed cornices. Rising through the center of the Victorian house is a brick 
stove chimney finished with decorated sides. 

The west side elevation is asymmetrically designed with a gable roofed pavilion extending 
from the steeply pitched roof. The first and second floors are lighted by single pane sash 
windows, and the gable end of the pavilion is enclosed and pierced by a small single-pane sash. 
A second stove chimney rises through the gable end. Extending from the west side is an 
exterior gable roofed cellar entry. 

The east side is similarly finished with a projecting gable roofed pavilion on the left side of 
the elevation. Featured on the right side is a square-shaped colored glass window that lights 
another landing of the staircase. 

The interior retains portions of its late nineteenth century woodwork; most notably a turned 
baluster, closed stringer staircase refinished by the owner. Colonial Revival details such as urn 
finials enhance the square portioned newel posts that support a molded handrail. 



8. Significance Inventory No. D-779 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 

1600-1699 agriculture economics health/medicine performing arts 
1700-1799 archeology education industry philosophy 

x 1800-1899 x architecture engineering invention politics/government 
1900-1999 art entertainment/ landscape architecture religion 
2000- commerce recreation law science 

communications ethnic heritage literature social history 
community planning exploration/ maritime history x_ transportation 
conservation settlement military other: 

Specific dates Architect/Builder 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

National Register Maryland Register x not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

The Smith-Murphy house, located on the southwestern side of Vienna on Middle Street, is a two-and-
a-half asymmetrically designed frame dwelling that combines Victorian and Colonial Revival 
architectural finishes. The uneven front and side elevations include projecting gables that extend a 
steeply pitched hip roof and a turned post front porch stretches across the Middle Street facade. Adding 
additional interest to the front elevation is a diamond shaped window of diamond shaped panes that 
light the interior staircase landing. The interior, on the other hand, combines some Victorian and 
Colonial Revival finishes features that point to its late nineteenth century date of construction. 

Built around 1892-93, the Smith-Murphy house was erected by Thomas Wethers Smith, who resided 
in a nearby house on Church Street. In December 1892, he wrote his will, which devised to his niece, 
Anna Elizabeth Smoot, "in consideration of the kind and thoughtful attention given to my aged mother 
in sickness and in health, and to my first wife and myself...the house and lot as now enclosed..." The 
inherited legacy from Thomas Wither Smith continued by virtue of his second wife, Fannie J. Smith's 
will, written in 1914 and proved in 1943.2 Following the residency of Anna Elizabeth Smoot, the 
property passed to Thomas Wither and Fannie J. Smith's son, Thomas M. Smith, who maintained 
ownership of the property until 1964 when it was sold to Bernard E. and Phyllis M. Murphy. 

1 Dorchester County Register of Wills, JWF 2/434, Written 12.1892, proved 7.12.1904, Dorchester County Courthouse. 
2 Dorchester County Register of Wills, RPS 5/227, Written 1.19.1914, proved 8.2.1943, Dorchester County Courthouse. 
3 Dorchester County Land Record, 138/281, 4 June 1964, Dorchester County Courthouse. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Inventory No. D-779 

Name Smith-Murphy House 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _8_ Page 1 

Smith-Murphy House 
204 Middle Street 
Vienna, Dorchester County, Maryland 

Map 500, Parcel 148 

138/281 Thomas M. Smith and Nellie R. Smith 

to 

6.4.1964 Bernard E. Murphy and Phyllis M. Murphy 

Will Book 
RPS 5/227 

Last Will and Testament of Fannie J. Smith 

to, son 

Written 
1.19.1914 
Proved 
8.2.1943 

Thomas M. Smith 

(will providing that Anna Elizabeth Smoot had a life estate...) 
Item: I give and devise unto Ann Elizabeth Smoot my house and all that 
parcel of land belonging to me in Vienna at the head of Middle Street and 
and adjoining the grounds of the public schools to be hers during her 
natural life, and from and after her decease 1 give, devise, and bequeath the 
said house and lot to my son, Thomas M. Smith 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Inventory No. D-779 

Name Smith-Murphy House 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _8_ Page 2 

CL 29/512 Anna Elizabeth Smoot 

7.25.1904 

to 

Fannie J. Smith 

$100 

Will Book 
JWF 2/434 

Last Will and Testament of Thomas Wither Smith 

Written 
12.1892 
Proved 
7.12.1904 

to, niece 

Anna Elizabeth Smoot 

..In consideration of the kind and thoughtful attention given to my 
aged mother in sickness and in health, and to my first wife and myself, 
by my niece Anna Elizabeth Smoot, I give and devise unto my said niece -' 
Anna Elizabeth Smoot, the house and lot as now enclosed 

FJH 5/132 William S. Jackson, Executor of Dr. William Jackson, dec'd 

12.6.1861 

to 

Thomas Wither Smith 

Two lots $140.50 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. D-779 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumnes, Dorchester County Courthouse. 

Dorchester County Register of Wills, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 19.356 square feet 
Acreage of historical setting 19.356 square feet 
Quadrangle name Mardela Springs, Maryland Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

Chesapeake Country Heritage & Preservation 

P. O. Box 5 

Westover 

date 

telephone 

state 

7.20.09 

410-651-1094 

Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
















